
Headline: Home Remodeling Projects That Add Value to Your Home! 
 
It’s long been the common wisdom that your home is the single largest investment you’ll make 
in your lifetime. No big surprise there. But what homeowners who are contemplating 
revamping their abodes might not know is that simply sprucing up walls, replacing flooring or 
completely redoing kitchens may not necessarily get the most bang for your resale buck. 
 
If you’re planning on staying in the home for the unforeseeable future, by all means choose 
what’s going to give you the most enjoyment and improvement in quality of life. But if not, 
make sure the renovations you choose to invest time and money in provide a good return, or 
sadly, you’ll feel the burning sensation coming from your bank account. The number one 
lesson: don’t take it personally. Make sure your projects appeal to the market as a whole. Work 
on what buyers want—not what you would. After all, if your goal is resale, injecting your 
personal touch into the mix might boost your ego, but not your bottom line if no one takes the 
bait.  
 
HEAT UP RETURNS WITH INSULATION 
 
Surprisingly, attic insulation tops renovations like new kitchens and bathrooms. It may not be 
sexy, but a return of 108 percent (according to Remodeling Magazine) is. And at a cost of 
$1,500 or less to do, it’s a great investment whether you plan to keep the home or not, with the 
bonus of lowering utility bills. 
 
KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCKING ON YOUR FRONT DOOR 
 
A new front door can be not only a nice aesthetic upgrade that bumps up your home’s curb 
appeal, but Remodeling Magazine puts the recoup rate at nearly 91 percent for a steel entry 
door and 78 for fiberglass.  
 
TAKE A GANDER AT GARAGE DOORS 
 
Coming close to the 91 percent return on the steel entry front door is the garage door, which 
promises a recoup rate of 85 percent. And much like the front door, replacing your garage door 
can create a definite uptick in curb appeal. Pro tip: it doesn’t even require a fancy door with an 
electric opener. Even a basic door without one is an improvement. 
 
HAVE A LOOK AT LANDSCAPING 
 
It might be hard to believe, but topping the list of return on investment is an upgrade to a 
home’s landscaping. According to The National Association of Realtors and the National 
Association of Landscape Professionals, simply overhauling your landscaping yields a recoup 
rate of a whopping 105%! 
 
 



 
BEFORE YOU BANK ON A BATHROOM REMODEL... 
 
Of course, one of the most popular renovation options is the bathroom, and it doesn’t even 
require a full gutting and redesign to the tune of thousands. Something as simple as replacing 
an outdated ‘80s vanity, lighting and old toilet can turn one of the most used rooms in the 
house into a completely different one. If it’s possible to paint, the transformation becomes 
even more dramatic.  
 
Alternatively, adding a new bathroom from scratch is a big deal, and unfortunately doesn’t yield 
the return most homeowners would hope for, coming in at a shocking 50%. So before breaking 
out the blueprints, consider what you already have to work with. 
 
CAREFUL WITH THAT KITCHEN REDO 
 
Much like the bathroom, the kitchen is another extremely popular remodeling option, no doubt 
because it acts as the core of the home, often harboring activity from functional to fun. 
Kitchens thankfully do come in better than bathrooms as far as returns, usually at about 80 
percent. Though getting that 80 percent return does require more prudent choices, it doesn’t 
necessitate a total overhaul at great expense. Simply refacing kitchen cabinets and replacing 
countertops can be enough. Compare this with a major remodel that’s only midrange, and you 
get a rate of just 65 percent. Think carefully about each choice, because the overall outcome 
will directly affect your bottom line. 
 
WHY NOT NEW WINDOWS? 
 
Replacing windows can not only improve the efficiency of a home and lower utility bills, but 
brighten rooms and add to resale value too. But considering the weighty cost of this type of 
project, realize it’s not necessary to go for top-of-the-line to recoup your dough. While wood 
windows might seem like a splendid idea to maximize return, don’t knock vinyl, which actually 
comes in at 74 percent—a 1 percent lead. 
 
CAUTION: WET (INTERIOR) PAINT 
 
While it’s hard to quantify what a coat of paint can do, there’s no argument among experienced 
real estate brokers that buyers are attracted to bright and airy. And there’s no easier way to 
transform a space than applying fresh paint. As a bonus, it’s one improvement that’s easy on 
the budget. 
 
Every market has different demands—New York City is a prime one, for example. Before 
breaking out the bulldozers and taking a sledgehammer to the budget, be sure you’ll get what 
you pay for by speaking with an experienced, licensed broker who can give informed insight 
into what your local market loves. 


