
Top Home Improvements 
You’ll Want to Plan For

Home improvement has a schedule, and much 
like farm to table fare, it’s seasonal. Planning is 
key for many projects, especially ones you 
expect to enjoy in the summer and fall months. 
That’s why spring is the ideal time to begin 
crafting your home maintenance checklist. 
While it’s raining and soggy outside, outline 
your attack strategy so you can savor the sunny 
days ahead.

1. They’re not glamorous, but gutters get the job 
done and that job is, without question, a 
necessary one. Responsible for directing water 
away from the house and for safe drainage, 
gutters are key to keeping your foundation 
sound. What many procrastinating homeowners 
don’t realize is, neglecting your gutters now can 
often result in water collection around the 
foundation, weakening and eventually cracking 
it. Another result? A giant price tag to fix it. 
Before those April showers set in, survey your 
gutters and determine if this is the year of 
replacement for you.

2. Spring signifies not just the knowledge that 
pastels bring out your lovely eyes, but that 
sizzling outdoor temperatures are soon to 

follow. You don’t want to be among the throngs 
of homeowners who poo-pooed the idea of a pre-
season checkup and now regret it as your home 
heats up mid-summer thanks to a central air 
snafu. Though it may be your local HVAC 
company’s favorite time of year, it won’t be a 
walk in the park when you can’t get immediate 
service due to the high volume of inevitable 
mid-summer emergency calls that can put you at 
the bottom of the list.

3. Considering that it allows everything in the 
home to remain dry and secure, your roof’s 
upkeep is something you definitely don’t want 
to skip. It’s commonplace to eye cracked shingles 
and curling edges while muttering, “I should 
really do something about that,”—and then 
proceed not to do something about that. But in 
the end, this can increase your repair costs 
exponentially depending on how long the 
procrastination bug took hold. Instead of 
replacing a few shingles or even your entire 
roof, you could end up footing the bill for 
extensive water damage within the home. An 
annual check done consistently could easily 
make that difference.

4. Much like your roof, if you see a problem in its 
infancy with your deck, it’s best to act long 
before summer so you can still get the most out 
of it this year. With traditional decks’ constant 
exposure to the elements and tendency toward 
warping, moss accumulation and splintering, 
modern composite decking has become a wildly 
popular alternative for replacement. But best to 
act before the rainy months do more damage! 
Inspect and evaluate both on the surface and 
supports below for signs of deterioration.

5. Your home’s siding protects it from the 
elements, but it’s also responsible for much of its 
curb appeal. After years of weather pelting it 
with rain, hail and wind, and UV rays working 
their unwelcome magic, your siding may 
actually be doing your home a disservice. 
Whether you’re choosing metal, wood or fiber-
cement for your siding, be sure to account for 
future maintenance requirements, reliability, 
cost and environmental impact. With today’s 
expansive siding selection, having ample time 
for planning is key, and early spring is the 
perfect point to begin.
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