
DIY please…Don’t Do It!
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We’re all guilty of the occasional bout of 
hubris, but when ego hits you where it 
hurts—your wallet—it may be time to 
reevaluate. Where, pray tell, is that fine 
line between saving on labor and 
ensuring the job is done right? The 
answers may shock you.

Professionals are considered such for a 
reason: schooling, certifications, keeping 
up with current code—if these aren’t part 
of your metaphorical tool belt, it might be 
your first clue. While minor electrical 
work like swapping switches or replacing 
ceiling lamps can typically be done 
without issue, endeavors that call for 
actually modifying your home’s circuitry 
are strictly within the purview of a skilled 
electrician. Consider this: accidentally 
crossing wires on a 220-volt circuit can 
create enough heat to spark a house fire, 
and for the one closest to the arc flash, it 
can literally melt skin from bone.

We all know what typically follows fire, 
and it’s not always toasted marshmallows. 
Your home’s plumbing system makes up 
a significant chunk of its total value, so if 
it’s more than a simple clog or replacing a 
faucet or toilet, survey says…reconsider. 
Much like your home’s electrical system, 
more involved jobs should be done by a 
professional plumber, because a mistake 

in your plumbing can mean massive 
(read: expensive) damage to other areas 
of the home. When it comes to 
determining the source of a leak, 
modifying the existing pipe system for a 
home addition or relocating an existing 
fixture, avoid the anxiety and hire a 
professional who’ll do it faster and 
accurately, from working within the 
walls and floors of your home to making 
sure every connection is copacetic. 
Remember those clogs? They have their 
caveats too. A single drain line clogged 
by an object requires snaking and 
removal by a pro plumber, and in cases 
where more than one sink or toilet in the 
home is hampered, the issue may in fact 
lie near the septic tank or main sewer 
line, which can mean yard excavation to 
repair the pipe in question. How good are 
you with a backhoe exactly? And more 
importantly, do you really want to find 
out?

Being handy is one thing, but being 
precise is quite another. Just ask a 
professional who’s had to repair oopsies 
of the crown molding variety. As is often 
the case, many rookie DIYers are 
concerned with the aesthetic of the final 
outcome but lose control of the details, 
resulting in disappointment rather than 
pride. Crown molding installation is a 

very exacting task, and when dealing 
with walls that don’t meet at 90-degree 
angles, even more so.

Interior design fads from decades past 
have bestowed both gifts and grotesque 
sights, such as the dreaded popcorn 
ceiling (gasp). However, removal of this 
eyesore isn’t as simple as you might think. 
For popcorn ceilings installed between 
1950 and 1980, asbestos is a concern and 
one you certainly don’t want to get up 
close and personal with. If you sample 
your ceiling and send it out to a lab to be 
analyzed and it comes back positive, pick 
up the phone to call a pro. A specialist 
can not only ensure the material is 
removed safely but can save you an 
extensive mess in the process.

Finally, consider one last point. DIY 
projects gone wrong obviously affect you 
(and your family) but can also 
inadvertently affect your neighbors if the 
issue bleeds over property lines. This can 
result in astronomical repair bills for 
your home and for their property or even 
their home, if, for example, a fire spreads. 
It could also mean a future of awkward 
diving into bushes to avoid their glares. 
In the end, you’ll have to decide if the 
pros outweigh the cons in calling a 
professional.


