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OFFICIAL NAME:
Japan 

CAPITAL:
Tokyo

POPULATION:
127 million people

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE:
Japanese

MONEY:
Japanese yen

AREA:
145,883 square miles 
(377,835 square km)

CLIMATE:
ropical in the south; 
cool in the north

MAJOR MOUNTAIN RANGES:
Japanese Alps

MAJOR RIVERS:
Biwa, Inawashiro, Kasumigaura

MAJOR PRODUCTS:
rice, fish, motor vehicles
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 Mount Fuji is the tallest 
mountain in Japan, standing 
at 12,380 feet (3,776 m). 

 It is an active volcano and 
last erupted in 1707.

 A monk discovered and climbed 
Mount Fuji in 663 A.D.

 More than 200,000 people 
climb to the summit every year.

 You can climb Mount Fuji only in 
the months of July and August.

 Mount Fuji is made up of three 
separate volcanoes: Komitake 
at the bottom, Kofuji at the 
middle and Fuji at the top.

 The temperature at the peak 
(top) of Mount Fuji is nearly 
always below freezing 
and covered with snow.
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The food of Japan is based on 
rice, fish and vegetables. Fish 
is grilled or served raw. Sushi is 
made with rice rolled in seaweed 
or served with a piece of fish 
on top. It can be eaten with 
chopsticks or your hands. Here 
is a recipe for dessert “sushi”.

ingredients:
Bananas

“Fruit by the Foot”  
(cut into 2" (51 mm) pieces) 

Sweetened shredded Coconut

Bag of Swedish or gummy fish 

Angel Food Cake

Banana Sushi Directions:
Peel and cut banana in pieces 
(as wide as Fruit by the 
Foot). Wrap a piece of Fruit 
by the Foot around each 
banana and roll in coconut.

Swedish Fish Sushi 
Directions:
Cut angel food cake into small 
flat rectangles. Place a Swedish 
fish on top. Cut a piece of 
Fruit by the Foot and wrap 
around cake and gummy fish.
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HELLO
Kon’nichiwa
こんにちは
GOODBYE
Sayōnara
さようなら
THANK YOU
Arigatō
ありがとう
YOU’RE WELCOME
Do- itashi mashite
どういたしまして
YES
Hai
はい
NO
Īe (pronounced EA)
いいえ
HOW ARE YOU?
Ogenki desuka?
お元気ですか
I’M FINE. AND YOU?
Genki desu. Anata wa?
私は元気です、あなたはLa
ng
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of the Rising Sun”.

 Ancient warriors of Japan 
were known as Samurai. 
They were very skilled 
fighters and swordsmen. 

 Japan is home to many different 
forms of martial arts, including. 
Karate, Judo and Jujutsu.

 Sumo wrestling is the national 
sport of Japan, with other 
popular sports being baseball, 
soccer (football) and golf.

 Traditionally, the Japanese 
bow politely when they meet. 
The more important you 
are, the lower they bow. 

 The traditional Japanese 
bedroom does not have a bed in 
it.  People lie on a low level futon 
which is placed on tatami mats. 

 Japan is made up of 
6,852 islands, has many 
volcanoes and sits along the 
“Pacific Ring of Fire”.

 The Japanese bullet train travels 
up to 186 miles (300km) per hour.



Japan
animals

C
OLLECT I B

L E

WDKC

16



Ja
pa

n 
A
ni

m
al

s  k
oi

 fi
sh

 Koi fish originated from 
the common carp fish. 

 Koi are most known for 
their beautiful hues. 

 Each color of koi is a symbol 
of something such as wealth, 
love and good fortune. 

 Koi fish are very smart. They 
can be trained to eat out of your 
hand and even your mouth!

 Koi fish can grow up to three 
feet (91c) long. Females 
are larger than males.

 Koi can sell for a lot of money. 

 Most koi live 30-40 years, but 
a famous koi named Hanako 
lived to be 226 years old!
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 The traditional dress of Japan 
is the kimono. The word 
‘kimono’ means “clothing”.

 Kimonos are usually made 
of silk which comes from 
a silk worm’s cocoon. 

 They have large sleeves 
that can go all the way 
down to the ground.

 Kimonos are wrapped around 
the body and tied with a 
wide belt called an obi. 

 Kimonos are now worn only 
on special occasions such 
as weddings and festivals.

 Kimonos are complicated to 
put on. Family members either 
teach you how to do this or you 
can go to a kimono school.

 Kimonos can be worn by 
both girls and boys.
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 The Japanese call their 
currency yen, which 
means “round object”. 

 The symbol is ¥.

 The bills come in 1,000, 
5,000 and 10,000 values. 

 Coins come in values of 1, 5, 
10, 50, 100 and 500 yen.

 The 1 yen coin is made from 
100% aluminum, and can float. 

 The 5 yen coin is considered a 
good-luck charm in Japan.

 The 500 yen coin is the highest 
amount of any coin in the world.

 The 5 and 50 coins have 
holes in the middle, making 
them hard to copy.
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Japan
trivia questions

Are you a World Discovery expert 
on Japan? Let’s see how much you 

learned. The answers are on the 
back of this card but don’t peek!

1. What’s the capitol of Japan?

2. What’s the tallest mountain in Japan?

3. How fast does the bullet train go? 

4. How do you say hello in Japanese?

5. What is the country of Japan 
referred to? 

6. What are Koi fish most known for?

7. What is the traditional dress of Japan?

8. What does “yen” mean?
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s 1. Tokyo

2. Mount Fuji

3. 186 miles (300 km) per hour

4. Kon’nichiwa

5. The Land of the Rising Sun

6. Their beautiful colors!

7. The Kimono

8. Round object

Let’s see how  
you scored!
8 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Genius

7 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Expert

6 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Whiz Kid

5 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Hot Shot

4 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Ace

3 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Explorer

2 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Jr. Explorer

1 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Student



Japan
trivia questions

Here are some fun facts you can try 
out on the grown-ups! You can show 
them your Japan Collectible Cards 
and see if they can answer these 

questions. Don’t let them peek at the 
answers on the back of this card!

1. What is under Mount Fuji?

2. What is sushi usually rolled in?

3. How do you say Thank You in Japanese?

4. What were ancient Japanese 
warriors called?

5. What is the national sport in Japan?

6. How long do Koi fish live?

7. What’s an obi?

8. Which yen coin is  
considered good luck?
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2. Seaweed

3. Arigatō

4. Samurai

5. Sumo wrestling

6. 30-40 years

7.  A wide belt that ties the kimono

8. The 5 yen

Let’s see how  
they scored!
8 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Genius

7 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Expert

6 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Whiz Kid

5 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Hot Shot

4 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Ace

3 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Explorer

2 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Jr. Explorer

1 CORRECT 
World Discovery Japan Student


