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It was 50 years ago today...
The Brits showed the Yanks they could play. On Feb. 9, 1964, 
The Beatles performed on “The Ed Sullivan Show” to a studio 
audience of about 700, consisting mostly of shrieking teenage 
girls and 73 million TV viewers. The performance launched the 

British Invasion and forever changed pop music. It also captured the 
imagination of a generation that at the time was in the doldrums, less 

than three months removed from the Kennedy assassination. 

‘ALL MY LOVING’
The Beatles opened with a 
song that one reporter wrote 
that Paul McCartney thought 
of the lyrics while he was shav-
ing. It was released in the UK 
in November 1963 and went 
to the top of the charts. It was 
released on the album “Meet 
the Beatles!” in January 1964.

‘TILL THERE WAS YOU’
During the song, a camera cut 
to each member and displayed 
his name. When the camera 
cut to John Lennon, the cap-
tion also read “SORRY GIRLS, 
HE’S MARRIED.”

‘SHE LOVES YOU’
The future No. 1 single 
closed out the first half of the 
performance.

‘I SAW HER 
STANDING THERE’
The group returned after a com-
mercial with this B-side tune. 

‘I WANT TO HOLD 
YOUR HAND’
The Fab Four closed with what 
was the No. 1 song in the U.S. 
for the prior three weeks. 

JANUARY
“I Want to Hold Your Hand” went to 
No. 1 on the Billboard charts, on Jan. 15, 

their first of a 
record 20 U.S. 
singles to reach 
that height. 
“Meet the 
Beatles!” their 
second U.S. 
album, was 
released five 
days later.

FEBRUARY
After The Beatles’ first appearance on 
“The Ed Sullivan Show,” they performed 
in Washington, D.C., Carnegie Hall in 
New York, on “The Ed Sullivan Show” 
again, this time in Miami. While there, they 
also met Cassius Clay, who later changed 
his name to Muhammed Ali. When they 
returned to London at the end of the 
month, they recorded 
future No. 1 single, 
“Can’t Buy Me 
Love.” 

MARCH
The Fab Four spent most of the month 
filming “A Hard 
Day’s Night,” 
which would 
be released in 
July. They also 
released a U.S. 
single, “Twist and 
Shout,” which 
climbed the 
charts to No. 2.

APRIL
On April 4, the Billboard Hot 100 chart 
read as follows: 
1. “Can’t Buy Me Love,” 2. “Twist And 
Shout,” 3. “She Loves You,” 4: “I Want To 
Hold Your Hand,” 5: “Please Please Me.” 
A first in chart history, and a feat that 
hasn’t been repeated since. The Beatles 
also had 12 songs in the Hot 100 that day.

MAY
Desperate to 
sell anything 
Beatles-related, 
the Swan record 
company released 
“Sie Liebt Dich,” the German language 
version of “She Loves You.” Fans weren’t 
as desperate. It flopped and topped out 
at No. 97 on the charts.

JUNE
The Beatles’ world tour 
launches, and the group 
heads to Denmark, The 
Netherlands and Hong 
Kong without Ringo, 
who had tonsilitis. He 
was replaced by session 
musician Jimmie Nicol. Ringo rejoined the 
group 10 days later in Australia.

JULY
“A Hard Day’s Night” 
is released. It would 
become the group’s fifth 
Billboard chart topper 
of the year in the first 
week of August. The film 
“A Hard Day’s Night,” 
premiered at the London 
Pavilion. Princess Margaret and Lord Snowdon 
showed up, as did nearly 12,000 fans to the 
nearby Picadilly Circus to catch a glimpse of 
the Fab Four.

AUGUST
After the Beatles played 
to sold out crowds in 
San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Las Vegas and 
Cincinnati, they flew to 
New York, where they 
met Bob Dylan in the 
Delmonico Hotel, and he introduced them 
to marijuana. Dylan rolled the first joint 
and passed it to John. He immediately 
gave it to Ringo, who John called, “my 
royal taster.” Ringo, not showing proper 
etiquette, smoked the whole joint.

SEPTEMBER
The Beatles’ whirlwind North American tour 
continued, including a stop in Chicago on 
Sept. 5. They were 
greeted at Midway 
Airport by 5,000 fans, 
and played to a sold 
out 13,000-strong 
crowd at Chicago 
International Ampitheatre on the city’s south 
side. The band was showered with jelly beans 
in response to a George Harrison comment 
earlier in the year about his favorite snack.

OCTOBER
The band recorded songs for the UK’s 
Beatles For Sale and the U.S. release 
Beatles ‘65, including “Eight Days A 
Week” and “I’ll Follow the Sun.” The 
albums went to No. 1 in both countries, in 
the UK, it was No. 1 in its second week, 
knocking off “A Hard Day’s Night.”

NOVEMBER
Arguably The Beatles’ most recognizable song, 
at least, by the first note, “I Feel Fine,” was 
released and sold 1 million copies in its first 
week. It was the first incidence of feedback 
on a recording. Because of Parlophone’s strict 
recording policies, the band had to downplay 
it as an accident, when in fact the band used it 
from the start of recording.

DECEMBER
Except for Ringo, who had his tonsils 
removed, The Beatles spent most of 
the month on a well-deserved vacation. 
By year’s end, the group sold 25 million 
records in the U.S., and played to sold-
out crowds in 12 countries.

1964: A BREAKOUT YEAR
After their appearance on “The Ed Sullivan Show,” Beatlemania was in full swing. Americans couldn’t get enough 
of the Beatles, and the group obliged, releasing six full-length albums and a movie.

THE SONGS
The Beatles performed five songs on the show. Two at the top of the show, and the group ended the show with 
another performance, which was the deal band manager Brian Epstein negotiated for maximum exposure.
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single, “Twist and 

‘Ladies and gentlemen,

THE BEATLES!’

THE SHOW
Despite the record TV audi-
ence for The Beatles appear-

ance, the show’s 
ratings ranked 
eighth for the 
year, averaging 
a 27.5 rating. 

Including “The Ed Sullivan 
Show,” CBS owned seven of 
the top eight shows on TV. 
Last year, the Tiffany network 
had four of the top 10 shows, 
more than any of the four 
major networks.

TOP NONSPORTS 
TV SHOWS
Show Rating

1. M*A*S*H (finale) 60.2

2. Dallas (Who shot JR?) 53.3

3. Roots 51.1

4. Gone with the Wind 47.7

5. Bob Hope Christmas 46.6

6. The Day After 46.0

7. The Fugitive (finale) 45.9

8. Cheers (finale) 45.5

9. Ed Sullivan Show (2/9/63) 45.3

10. Seinfeld (finale) 41.3

OTHER REALLY 
BIG SHOWS
The Beatles performed on the 
show three more times, including 
two more appearances on the 
show later that month (one was 
live, the other taped Feb. 9). 
Their last live appearance was 
in August 1965. They continued 
to show filmed promotional 
clips of new songs on the show 
throughout the decade. 

WHEN BRIAN MET ED
How did the Beatles wind up 
on “The Ed Sullivan Show?” 
Depends on who you ask. 
Walter Cronkite took some credit: 
“We were offered a piece out of 
our London bureau about this 
sensation, The Beatles. Well, 
my gosh, we were hardly off the 
air when Ed himself was on the 
phone to me. 
... And Ed 
said, ‘Walter, 
Walter, tell 
me about 
those kids! 
What do you 
call them? 
The bugs or The Beatles or 
something?’ ” Another tale puts 
Sullivan at London’s Heathrow 
Airport in 1963 wondering why 
thousands of teenagers were 
waiting excitedly in the rain. 
Later that year Beatles manager 
Brian Epstein reached an agree-
ment with Sullivan after a dinner 
at the Delmonico Hotel in New 
York. The Fab Four would 
receive $10,000 for their three 
appearances and top billing.
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NATION
RAIN OFFERS CALIF. 

DROUGHT RELIEF:  Californians 
accustomed to complaining 
about the slightest change 
in the weather welcomed a 
robust weekend storm that 
soaked the northern half of 
the drought-stricken state 
Saturday even as rain and 
snow brought the threat of 
avalanches, flooding and 
rock slides.

In Willits, one of 17 rural 
communities that California’s 
Department of Public Health 
recently described as dan-
gerously low on water, City 
Councilman Bruce Burton 
said he was cheered seeing 
the water levels in a local 
reservoir and his backyard 
pond creeping up and small 
streams flowing again. The 
city in the heart of redwood 
country usually sees about 
50 inches of rain a year and 
was expected to get about 
four inches by today.

“It’s guarded optimism. 
We are a long ways from 
where we need to be, but we 
have to start with some sort 
of a raindrop,” Burton said.

PA. ICE STORM LEAVES 
THOUSANDS WITHOUT POW-
ER:  Utility crews restored 
power to thousands of 
Pennsylvania homes 
Saturday, but some custom-
ers in the dark for days after 
a tree-snapping ice storm 
may not regain power until 
early next week.

About 115,000 custom-
ers in Pennsylvania and 
Maryland remained with-
out power late Saturday 
afternoon, and faced the 
prospect of a fourth night 
without electric heat or light. 
About 115,000 customers in 
Pennsylvania and Maryland 
remained without power late 
Saturday afternoon.

The majority of them are 
in the Philadelphia area, with 
utility PECO reporting about 
107,000 outages, as of 6:30 
p.m., down about 40,000 
from Saturday morning.

The latest outages include 
nearly 47,000 customers 
in hard-hit Chester County, 
or more than one in five 
customers.

GIANT BLAZE BREAKS OUT 
AT SAVANNAH, GA. PORT:  
Firefighters battled a giant 
blaze fueled by 5,600 tons of 
rubber Saturday at the Port 
of Savannah, where a tower-
ing column of black smoke 
could be seen from miles 
away.

By late Saturday, the fire 
department said its crews 
had contained the fire, but 
it could take a while for the 
flames to burn out inside a 
warehouse covering 226,000 
square feet at the port’s 
Ocean Terminal just west of 
downtown Savannah. 

FORMER CHICAGO MAYOR 
DALEY LEAVES HOSPITAL:  
Former Mayor Richard M. 
Daley left a Chicago hospital 
Saturday after more than a 
week of tests to determine 
why he was feeling ill and 
disoriented during a busi-
ness trip.

The 71-year-old Daley 
smiled and waved but did 
not stop to speak to the 
large crowd of reporters and 
videographers waiting out-
side Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital in downtown 
Chicago.

The city’s longest-serving 
mayor was taken by ambu-
lance to the hospital’s inten-
sive care unit on Jan. 31 
upon returning from a con-
ference in Scottsdale, Ariz. 
But doctors and his family 
so far have not released 
any details on his health 
condition.

WORLD
IRAN SAYS WARSHIPS HEAD-

ED CLOSE TO U.S. BORDERS:  
Iranian warships dispatched 
to the Atlantic Ocean will 
travel close to U.S. maritime 
borders for the first time, a 
senior Iranian naval com-
mander said Saturday.

The commander of Iran’s 
Northern Navy Fleet, Admiral 
Afshin Rezayee Haddad, 
said the vessels have 
already entered the Atlantic 
Ocean via waters near South 
Africa, the official IRNA news 
agency reported. 

FUTURE OF CENTRAL 
AFRICAN REPUBLIC MUSLIMS 
IMPERILED:  The violence 
wracking Central African 
Republic imperils the future 
of the country’s Muslims, 
with thousands having been 
slaughtered and many more 
fleeing the country.

Bangui, the capital, is 
engulfed in an orgy of blood-
shed and looting.

“We are in a moment 
where immediate action is 
needed to stop the killings,” 
Peter Bouckaert of Human 
Rights Watch told The 
Associated Press, calling for 
a full-fledged United Nations 
peacekeeping mission.  


