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Legacy? It’s debatable.
The presidential debates have given a few memorable moments over the years. Can those
unplanned zingers, gaffes or gestures swing an election? That’s for pundits to debate. A look
to the past might show what’s in store for President Barack Obama and Mitt Romney in
tonight’s first of three presidential debates. Quick tip for the candidates — avoid rolling your
eyes or looking at your watch. Here are memorable moments from presidential debates dat-
ing back to 1960 — no debates were held in 1964, ’68 or ’72.

2008: OBAMA VS. MCCAIN

Memorable moment: “By the way, my friends, I know you grow a little weary with this back-and-
forth. It was an energy bill on the floor of the Senate loaded down with goodies, billions for the oil compa-
nies, and it was sponsored by (President George W. Bush) and (Vice President Dick) Cheney. You know who
voted for it? You might never know,” McCain said, gesturing to his rival.

“That one.”
Memorable moment: “Senator McCain, this is the guy who sang, ‘Bomb, bomb, bomb Iran,’ who called

for the annihilation of North Korea,” Barack Obama said in the second debate. “That I don’t think is an
example of ‘speaking softly.’ This is the person who, after we had — we hadn’t even finished Afghanistan,
where he said, ‘Next up, Baghdad.’

“So, I agree that we have to speak responsibly, and we have to act responsibly.”

TTHHEEYY  SSAAIIDD  IITT
Notable words and phrases used during the presidential debates and how often:

Memorable moment: “Well, actually, he
forgot Poland. And now there’s 30
nations involved, standing side by side
with our American troops,” President
George W. Bush said when respond-
ing to John Kerry’s claim that America
had a coalition of only two other coun-
tries when the Iraq invasion began.

Memorable moment: Al Gore rolled his
eyes in response to some of Bush’s
claims in their first debate, a move
that his staff — and America —
instantly recognized as problematic.
Before the next debate, Gore’s aides
made him watch a “Saturday Night
Live” skit mocking his performance.

Memorable moment: “And I think I have
my strengths, and I think the best
thing going for Bob Dole is that Bob
Dole keeps his word.” Dole said dur-
ing the first debates. He referred to
himself in the third person nine times
in two debates.

Memorable moment: “There is no
Soviet domination of eastern Europe,”
President Gerald Ford said. Ford
seemed to ignore the political reach of
the Soviet Union, so much so that the
debate moderator did a double-take.

2004: BUSH VS. KERRY 2000: BUSH VS. GORE 1996: CLINTON VS. DOLE

1976: CARTER VS. FORD

Memorable moment: President George
H.W. Bush looked down at his watch
as a voter asked a question about the
struggling economy during a town
hall-style debate, suggesting he was
bored with the whole thing.

Memorable moment: “Governor, if Kitty
Dukakis were raped and murdered,
would you favor an irrevocable death
penalty for the killer?” moderator
Bernard Shaw asked Michael Dukakis.
He responds: “No, I don’t, Bernard.
And I think you know that I’ve opposed
the death penalty during all of my life.”

Memorable moment: “I will not make age
an issue of this campaign. I am not
going to exploit, for political purposes,
my opponent's youth and inexperience,”
Ronald Reagan said when responding
to a question about him being the old-
est president.

1992: CLINTON VS. BUSH VS. PEROT 1988: BUSH VS. DUKAKIS 1984: REAGAN VS. MONDALE

Memorable moment: “There you go
again.” Reagan said and chuckled in
response to President Jimmy Carter’s
reference to Reagan’s votes against
Medicare and Social Security benefits
as governor of California.

1980: REAGAN VS. CARTER

Memorable moment: Richard Nixon
refused makeup and appeared pale
and sweaty. John F. Kennedy, by con-
trast appeared tan and rested in the
first televised presidential debate.

1960: KENNEDY VS. NIXON

DDEEBBAATTEESS  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE,,
FFOORRMMAATT
First presidential 
8 p.m. today, University of Denver, Colo.

MODERATOR: Jim Lehrer, executive
editor of the PBS NewsHour

FORMAT: The debate will focus on
domestic policy and be divided into
six time segments of approximately
15 minutes each on topics to be
selected by the moderator. The mod-
erator will open each segment with a
question, after which each candidate
will have two minutes to respond. The
moderator will use the balance of the
time in the segment for a discussion
of the topic.

Vice presidential
8 p.m. Oct. 11, Centre College,
Danville, Ky.

MODERATOR: Martha Raddatz, 
senior foreign affairs correspondent, 
ABC News

FORMAT: The debate will be divided
into nine time segments of approxi-
mately 10 minutes each. The modera-
tor will ask an opening question, after
which each candidate will have two
minutes to respond. The moderator will
use the balance of the time in the seg-
ment for a discussion of the question.

Second presidential
8 p.m. Oct. 16, Hofstra University, 
Hempstead, N.Y.

MODERATOR: Candy Crowley, chief
political correspondent, CNN 

FORMAT: The debate will take the form of
a town meeting in which citizens will ask
questions of the candidates on foreign
and domestic issues. Candidates each
will have two minutes to respond, and an
additional minute for the moderator to
facilitate a discussion.The town meeting
participants will be undecided voters
selected by the Gallup Organization.

Third presidential
8 p.m. Oct. 22, Lynn University, 
Boca Raton, Fla.

MODERATOR: Bob Schieffer, 
chief Washington correspondent, 
CBS News

FORMAT: Identical to the first presiden-
tial debate and will focus on foreign
policy.

TTVV  RRAATTIINNGGSS
YEAR MILLIONS OF VIEWERS

2008 69.9

2004 62.4

2000 46.6

1996 46.1

1992 69.9

1988 67.3

1984 67.3

1980 80.6

1976 69.7

1960 66.4

NOTE: Ratings number counts debate
with highest viewership.

LLOOCCAALL  WWAATTCCHH  PPAARRTTIIEESS
Augustana College
WHEN: 7:30 p.m.

WHERE: Great Hall of Emmy Carlsson
Evald Hall, 3601 7th Ave., Rock Island

WHO: Open to the public

SPONSORS: DebateWatch at Augus-
tana is sponsored by the communica-
tion studies and political science
departments and several student
organizations, including the Politics
Club and College Democrats.

Clinton Community College
WHEN: 7:30 p.m.

WHERE: Clinton Community College
Auditorium, 1000 Lincoln Blvd., Clinton

WHO: Open to the public

SPONSOR: Clinton Community College
and instructor Ralph Baker

Romney campaign
WHEN: 7:45 p.m.

WHERE: Davenport Victory Office, 
311 W. Kimberly Road

WHAT: Davenport debate watch party
and phone bank

SPONSOR: Iowa Romney presidential
campaign

Rock Island County Democrats
WHEN: 7:30 p.m.

WHERE: Martinis on the Rock, 
4619 34th St., Rock Island

WHO: Local party activists

SPONSOR: Rock Island County 
Democratic Party

AATT  QQCCTTIIMMEESS..CCOOMM
Watch with us. Join the conversation
with our live chat during tonight’s debate.
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Pennsylvania
judge blocks
photo ID law

The Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Penn-
sylvania voters won’t have to
show photo identification to
cast ballots on Election Day, a
judge said Tuesday in a ruling
on the state’s controversial
voter ID law that could help
President Barack Obama in a
presidential battleground
state.

Commonwealth Court
Judge Robert Simpson delayed
Pennsylvania’s voter ID
requirement from taking
effect this election, saying he
wasn’t sure the state had
made it possible for voters to
easily get IDs before Nov. 6.

“I am still not convinced ...
that there will be no voter dis-
enfranchisement” if the law
took effect immediately,
Simpson wrote.

Gov. Tom Corbett, who had
championed the law, said he
was leaning against an appeal
of the decision, which was
widely viewed to favor Obama
in Pennsylvania, one of the
nation’s biggest electoral col-
lege prizes. Obama has been
leading in recent polls over
Republican nominee Mitt
Romney.

Pennsylvania’s 6-month-
old law, among the nation’s
toughest, has sparked a divi-
sive debate over voting rights
ahead of the presidential elec-
tion. About a dozen primarily
Republican-controlled states
have toughened voter ID laws
since the 2008 presidential
election. But states with the
toughest rules going into
effect — including Kansas and
Tennessee — aren’t battle-
ground states, making their
impact on the presidential
election unclear.

One civil rights lawyer said
the decision cemented the
principle that a photo ID law
can’t disenfranchise voters.
Opponents had said young
adults, minorities, the elderly,
poor and disabled would find
it harder to cast ballots.

Simpson — a Republican
first elected to the bench in
2001 — based his decision on
guidelines given to him two
weeks ago by the state
Supreme Court to determine
whether the state had made
photo IDs easily accessible.

He ruled after listening to
two days of testimony about
the state’s efforts to ease
requirements, as well as
accounts of long lines and ill-
informed clerks at driver’s
license centers.

Border Patrol
agent shot,
killed on duty
in Arizona

The Associated Press

NACO, Ariz. — A Border
Patrol agent was shot to death
Tuesday in Arizona near the
U.S.-Mexico line, the first
fatal shooting of an agent since
a deadly 2010 firefight with
Mexican bandits that spawned
congressional probes of a
botched government gun-
smuggling investigation.

The agent, 30-year-old
Nicholas Ivie, and a colleague
were on patrol in the desert
near Naco, about 100 miles
from Tucson, when gunfire
broke out shortly before 2
a.m., the Border Patrol said.
The second agent was shot in
the ankle and buttocks, but
was reportedly in stable con-
dition.

Authorities have not identi-
fied the agent who was
wounded, nor did they say
whether any weapons were
seized at the site of the shoot-
ing.

At a news conference in
Naco, an FBI official said the
agency still was processing the
crime scene and that it might
take several days to complete.
The FBI and the Cochise
County Sheriff’s Office, which
is also investigating, declined
to say whether investigators
have recovered guns or bullet
casings.

No arrests have been made,
but authorities suspect that
more than one person fired at
the agents.


