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Bustos Budget 
workshop

u.s. rep. cheri bustos, 
d-ill., will host a budget work-
shop in moline next week.

bustos’ 
office said 
the work-
shop, which 
is being con-
ducted with 
the concord 
coalition, is 
aimed at get-
ting feedback 

from people in her district 
about their federal budget 
priorities.

during the exercise, people 
will break into small groups 
to talk about how to best bal-
ance the budget, reduce the 
deficit and prioritize programs.

The event is free and open 
to the public and will be from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m next 
Tuesday at Western illinois 
university’s Quad-cities 
campus in the river Front 
building, rock island county 
room (#103), 3300 river 
drive, moline.

To rsVP or for more infor-
mation, call 309-786-3406 
or go to bustos.house.gov/
rsvp-for-budget-workshops.

The moline event is one of 
two workshops. The other will 
be in Galesburg earlier in the 
day.

mansion open 
for holiday

rivermont collegiate, 
housed in the historic 
bettendorf mansion, will 
be open for a free holiday 
open house from 4-7 p.m. 
saturday, dec. 14, featuring 
holiday decorations and light 
refreshments.

The address is 1821 sunset 
drive, right off 18th street 
behind K&K hardware.

This is an opportunity to see 
the mansion that was built in 
1915 by Joseph bettendorf 
on a bluff overlooking the 
mississippi river. The city 
was named for Joseph and 
his brother William after they 
moved their manufacturing 
business to the town.

The building is listed on the 
National register of historic 
Places and still features origi-
nal hand-carved woodwork, 
italian marble floors, painted 
tapestry ceilings and a stained-
glass solarium. The former 
ballroom is now a computer 
lab, and the former bowling 
alley is now a science lab.

rivermont collegiate is 
the Quad-cities’ only private 
college-preparatory school for 
grades pre-school through 12.

For more information, call 
563-359-1366 or go to www.
rvmt.org.

decorating white 
house tree talk

carol Leavy of clinton 
will give a free talk at 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, dec. 18, at the 
Windmill cultural center in 
Fulton, ill., about her experi-
ence helping to decorate a 
White house tree in 2012.

Leavy is a member of 
the mississippi Valley 
Woodcarvers association, and 
she had been lobbying White 
house staff in hopes that the 
woodcarvers would be select-
ed to decorate an entire tree. 
Leavy had decorated a tree 
during the clinton administra-
tion through the society of 
decorative Painters.

instead, Leavy was selected 
as one of 100 people to add 
her personal decorative touch 
to the 2012 display.

times tweets
Follow Quad-city Times 

staff members as they tweet 
throughout the day. here 
are their top tweets from 
Wednesday:

ed tibbetts
@edtibbetts
4:03 p.m.

Four GoP candidates for 
illinois governor meet in Qc; 
talk pensions, arsenal, etc. 
http://qctim.es/1f88sda

Kevin e. schmidt
@maquoketaphoto 
4 p.m.

The towboat stephen L. 
colby moves away from the 
Leclaire, iowa river front. 
#qctimes pic.twitter.com/
ljX9wV8358

Bustos

Kurt Allemeier
kallemeier@qctimes.com 

The resurgence of Daven-
port’s downtown got another 
big boost Wednesday night 
as the city council approved a 
development agreement with 
Restoration St. Louis for the $60 
million renovation of the Parker 
and Putnam buildings, known as 
City Square.

“It is amazing what has 

happened here,” Mayor Bill 
Gluba said after the meeting, the 
council’s last of the year. “It has 
been over the course of several 
years, but we will keep it going. 
Great cities are known by their 
downtowns.”

The project will create a hotel 
with amenities and some resi-
dential space at the west end of 
the block bordered by 2nd and 
3rd, Brady and Main streets. The 
building at the east end of the 
block will have Class A office 
space. A grocery store and phar-
macy also are planned.

Aldermen approved the 
agreement, with a $15 million tax 
increment financing scheme and 

other incentives, 9-1 with the 
lone vote against cast by Alder-
man Mike Matson, 8th Ward.

Matson moved to have part 
of the agreement that rebates 
part of the Hotel Blackhawk’s 
property tax bill separated, but 
didn’t get a second. He opposed 
the rebate for the successful 
hotel that is currently assessed 
at $17.9 million. The city will 
rebate property tax collected on 
assessed value over $12 million. 
The Hotel Blackhawk’s tax bill for 
its 2012 valuation was $835,368.

“I’m for the City Square 
project. I think it is great for the 
city,” Matson said. “I just think 
this is two different issues.”

To get a blighted building 
renovated was going to require 
incentives to make it attractive 
to a developer, some alder-
men said. The project adds to 
other investments downtown, 
like building demolitions and 
streetscaping.

“I think it is a wonderful 
opportunity and adds to the 
measures we’ve taken in previ-
ous years,” said Alderman Gene 
Meeker, at large, who chairs the 
economic development commit-
tee. “It is one of the largest tax 
bases and employment bases and 
we need to keep investing in it.”

Council approves $60M project
Subdeck goes 
here and  here 
xyxyxyxyxyxyxyx

Subdeck goes  
here and here  
xyxyxyxyxyxyxy 
yxyxyxyxyxyxyx

Thomas Geyer
tgeyer@qctimes.com 

Rock Island County voters 
will learn Tuesday whether 
county board members will 
place a referendum on the 
March 18 primary ballot to 
expand the powers of the 
county’s public building com-
mission to finance construc-
tion of a new courthouse 
and remodeling the County 
Office Building.

However, county Demo-
crats and labor leaders have 
expressed interest in seeing the 
courthouse issue take a back-
seat to a November referendum 
on financing the county-
owned Hope Creek Care Center 
in East Moline.

“I totally agree with that,” 
Quad-City Federation of Labor 
president Dino Leone said 
Wednesday. “I think it’s a slap 
in the face to the voters who 
just voted down the courthouse 
referendum in April. Tonot 
take this up so soon, without 
further review and plan-
ning, in 2015 would be better 
for everyone.”

A referendum will be placed 
on the November ballot to ask 
taxpayers to raise the Hope 
Creek levy from 10 cents per 
$1,000 valuation to 25 cents 
per $1,000 valuation

At a Nov. 19 county board 
meeting, members voted unan-
imously to allow board member 
Steve Meersman, chairman of 
the Health and Human Services 
Committee, to get an appraisal 
of Hope Creek’s property at 
4343 Kennedy Drive. But mem-
bers shot down a request-for-
proposal measure that would 
have gauged whether there are 
parties interested in possibly 
leasing the nursing home.

Board member Brian Vyncke, 
who is a co-chair of an ad hoc 
committee formed to study 
options for the courthouse, said 
Wednesday he would be sur-
prise if putting the courthouse 
referendum before voters is not 
approved by the full board. 

“A resolution was passed by 
the county board that said they 
would support the ad hoc com-
mittee,” Vyncke said. 

Brian Wellner
bwellner@qctimes.com 

Davenport police have 
charged a 28-year-old man after 
they said he led them on a high-
speed chase through town that 
ended in a residential neighbor-
hood on the west end.

Mitchell S. Gahagan of 1646 
W. 2nd St., Davenport, is charged 
with felony eluding related to 
Tuesday afternoon’s chase.

He also is charged with felon 
in possession of a firearm, 

trafficking stolen 
weapons and 
drug posses-
sion/delivery, all 
felonies, related 
to a shots-fired 
incident Nov. 18 
at his home.

About 
11:23 a.m. Nov. 18, Davenport 
police responded to 1646 W. 2nd 
St. reference a report of gunshots 
being fired outside the residence, 
with no reported injuries.

Davenport Assistant Police 

Chief Don Schaeffer said detec-
tives were able to get felony 
arrest warrants for Gahagan as a 
result of that investigation.

Police spotted Gahagan about 
1:25 p.m. Tuesday at 4th and 
Division streets, and a patrol 
officer attempted to make a traf-
fic stop. Schaeffer said Gahagan 
fled from the officer and an 
authorized pursuit, based on 
gun-related crimes, ensued.

The pursuit ended in the 5900 
block of Austin Avenue, resulting 
in his arrest.

No one was injured during 
the pursuit.

A loaded handgun was recov-
ered from Gahagan’s vehicle. 
Records state he is a con-
victed felon.

The handgun was reported 
stolen to the Bettendorf Police 
Department in June 2013, 
according to his arrest affidavit.

Police recovered about 131 
grams of marijuana, packaged 
in four separate baggies, from 
his vehicle and his residence, his 
affidavit states.

police charge driver after davenport chase xy

Gahagan

Ed Tibbetts
etibbetts@qctimes.com 

Three of the four Repub-
licans seeking the GOP 
nomination for governor in 
Illinois sharply criticized the 
state’s pension deal at a forum 
Wednesday in Moline.

Sen. Bill Brady, R-Blooming-
ton, was the exception. He called 
it a “meaningful” step that posi-
tions the state for growth.

The deal is projected to save 
$160 billion over 30 years. A 
divided Legislature passed the 
measure a week ago, and it was 
signed by Gov. Pat Quinn.

Brady, Sen. Kirk Dillard, 
R-Hinsdale, entrepreneur 
Bruce Rauner and state Trea-
surer Dan Rutherford all took 
part in the hour-long forum 
sponsored by the Quad-Cities 
Chamber of Commerce at the 
iWireless Center.

Taking pre-submitted 
questions, the quartet joined 
in criticizing Quinn, a Demo-
crat. But they also demon-
strated some differences, such 
as their reasons for opposing 
the pension deal and how they 
would seek to help one of the 
Quad-Cities’ largest employ-
ers, the Rock Island Arsenal.

Quinn also was invited to 
the session but did not attend.

On the subject of pensions, 
Brady defended the deal and 
noted the chamber’s backing 
of the compromise measure.

He said the $1.3 billion 
in first-year savings could 
give the state room to sun-
set the three-year income 
tax increase the Legislature 
passed in 2011. And he said the 
deal was necessary given the 
state’s ailing fiscal condition.

“We couldn’t afford to 
wait,” he said.

Rauner, who has argued 
that the state needs to move 
workers to 401(k)-style retire-
ment plans, said he worried 
the pension deal would lead to 
a tax increase. And he down-
played the projected long-
term savings in the deal.

“It’s a Band-Aid on a gap-
ing wound,” Rauner said.

Rutherford said the bill 
wouldn’t pass constitu-
tional muster.

Dillard, meanwhile, said he 
didn’t trust that the money 
would be used to lower taxes 
but would instead lead to 
more spending.

“I will bet you dollars to 
doughnuts today that Pat 
Quinn will do what he’s done 
with every new dollar of state 
spending, and that’s expand 
welfare,” he said.

All the candidates voiced 
support for the Arsenal.

Dillard noted that while he 
was chief of staff for former 
Gov. Jim Edgar, the number of 
defense jobs increased in the 
state and that he has experi-
ence dealing with these issues.

Four Illinois governor 
hopefuls meet in Q-C

Larry Fisher photos, Quad-ciTy Times

WQAD-TV’s Jim Mertens, center, moderates a forum on Wednesday with four Republican 
candidates for Illinois governor at the iWireless Center. The candidates seated from left are state 
Sens. Bill Brady and Kirk Dillard, businessman Bruce Rauner and state Treasurer Dan Rutherford.

Four Republican candidates for governor in Illinois take 
part in a forum on Wednesday sponsored by the Quad-Cities 
Chamber of Commerce at the iWireless Center.

Larry Fisher, Quad-ciTy Times

State Sen. Bill Brady participates in a forum 
for Illinois Republican governor candidates 
on Wednesday at the iWireless Center and 
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WHAT IOWANS DRINK
Beer. For starters. Iowans drink enough of the sudsy stuff to fill about 111 Olympic-sized swimming pools. And 

believe it or not, that’s actually down from previous years. Instead, liquor and wine production are growth indus-

tries in the state. Wine and liquor sales are up nearly twofold since 2000. So, as you get ready to ring in the new 

year with an adult beverage, here are some more facts and figures about what your fellow Iowans drink:

73.09 million gallons of beer
33.56 gallons per capita

645,228

472,163

410,951

240,707

237,211

236,454

230,623

199,992

182,377

178,303

114,555

114,375

114,355

88,753

85,998

39,884

39,861

31,763

31,375

1.2m

4.41 million gallons of wine
2.03 gallons per capita

4.95 million gallons of liquor
2.27 gallons per capita

LIQUOR SALES BY TYPE
Gallons of each type purchased  
in Fy13:

IOWA LIQUOR SALES PER CAPITA OWI RATES BY COUNTY

TOP 5 BEERS
The most 
popular 
beers, 
according 
to sales 
figures 
from 7G 
distributing 
in cedar 
rapids:

1. busch 
Light

2. bud 
Light

3. budweiser

4. Natural ice

5. michelob ultra 

TOP 5 WINES
The most popular wines,  
according to dimitri Wine and 
spirits, of davenport:

1. bricco riella moscato d’asti,  
italy

2. serena red moscato,  
italy

3. restivo reserve malbec, 
argentina

4. riff Pinot Grigio,  
italy

5. seabiscuit ranch  
superfecta, california

WHAT ABOUT BUBBLY?
While exact sales figures aren’t 
available, national tax data for 
champagne and sparkling wine 

sales show iowa is among the 
nation’s leaders in bringing in rev-

enue from the spirits. it ranks eighth 
at $1.75 per gallon, the same rate for 
table wine. illinois ranks No. 13 at $1.39, 

also the same rate as table wine. Florida 
has the highest tax at $3.50, Wisconsin 

has the lowest tax rate at 25 cents.

3+ gallons 
per capita

15 or more 
oWis/1,000

dickinson county had the highest per capita liquor 
sales at 6.11 gallons per capita. Fremont county 
ranks last at 0.08 gallons per capita.

Number of oWis per 1,000 people ages 21 and 
older. Pocahontas county had the highest at rate 
at 15.87 oWis. Kossuth was the lowest at 2.87.

sources: iowa alcoholic beverages division,  
iowa department of Transportation, u.s. 
Geological survey, the Tax Foundation.

2+ gallons 
per capita

10+ oWis 
per 1,000

<1 gallon 5+ oWis 
per 1,000

BEER, WINE AND LIQUOR SALES SINCE 2000 TOP SELLING BRANDS
BRAND CASe SALeS
1. black Velvet 125,102

2. hawkeye Vodka 95,041

3. captain morgan   
original spiced rum 85,149

4. Five o’clock Vodka 57,374

5. smirnoff Vodka 37,953

6. Phillips Vodka 36,728

7. Jack daniel’s   
black Label Whiskey 36,612

8. seagram  
crown royal 32,690

9. mccormick Vodka 31,051

10. barton Vodka 29,597
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20
00

20
05

20
01

20
06

20
10

20
02

20
07

20
11

20
03

20
08

20
12

20
04

20
09

20
13

70

80

2

3

4

5

reporting by Kurt allemeier, design by Nate bloomquist Quad-city Times, claire moreno, Lee regional design center, munster, ind.

WHAT ILLINOISANS DRINK
The illinois Liquor commission regulates the sale 
of alcoholic beverages, but it does not control 
distribution, so exact sales figures are not available 
from the state.

Deirdre Cox Baker
dbaker@qctimes.com 

Influenza activity in the 
Quad-Cities appears to be at 
levels typically seen locally 
in late December, but Iowa 
and Illinois both have moved 
into the higher category of 
“regional” activity, as deter-
mined by the federal Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

The Atlanta-based 
centers, better known 
as the CDC, says that 21 
other states also are at that 
“regional” level after track-
ing weekly surveillance 
reports dating to Dec. 21. 
Ten states have reached the 
“widespread,” or the high-
est level, none of them in 
the Midwest.

“Some parts of the coun-
try have seen a lot more 
illness activity, and so far we 
have not experienced that. 
But it’s early,” said Lisa Caf-
fery, the infection prevention 
specialist for Genesis Health 
System in Davenport.

Express Care clinics 
in the UnityPoint Health 
system recorded 81 cases of 
influenza in December, said 
Alison Beardsley, director of 
clinic operations. 

“It’s really, really picked 
up in the last three weeks,” 
she said, adding that the 
activity level seems to be 
arriving a little bit later than 
in previous years. 

An estimated 8,400 
schoolchildren in Scott and 
Rock Island counties have 
been vaccinated against 
influenza through a program 
carried out by Genesis. 
School-age youth are con-
sidered some of those most 
likely to spread viral illnesses, 
especially when classes start 
up again in January.

Flu activity is growing in 
Iowa, said Dr. Patricia Quin-
lisk, the medical director of 
the state’s Department of 
Public Health.

An increase also is 
becoming evident in Illi-
nois, said Melaney Arnold, 
a spokeswoman for the 
Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health. “We generally 
see an increase that starts 
about this time of the year,” 
she added.

Holiday gatherings, espe-
cially those where people 
travel and get together in 
group settings, seem to be a 
place where the virus may 
spread. It’s especially likely 
at gatherings that people 
attend even if they don’t feel 
well, Quinlisk said.

“We will see activity lev-
els growing in the next few 
weeks and peak at a point in 
February, added Quinlisk, 
who also is an epidemiolo-
gist.

There’s still plenty of 
time to be vaccinated against 
the flu, and vaccination 
is advocated by all public 
health officials.

Infl uenza 
levels on 
the rise

Deirdre Cox Baker
dbaker@qctimes.com 

Lindsey and Robert Abraha-
msen simply could not decide 
on their baby’s first name.

Lindsey liked her grand-
mother’s name, Rosalie, but 
the couple went back and forth 
on the question. “It took us 
forever, but we finally decided,” 
she said.

It’s Sophia. As in Sophia 
Loren, an Oscar-winning Italian 

actress who starred in a number 
of movies. Sophia Loren was on 
a magazine cover and Lindsey 
enjoyed her movie performance 
in “Grumpier Old Men.”

“It just stuck,” she said.

The name must have hit a 
chord locally, as “Sophia” is 
the most popular girls’ name at 
Genesis Health System in 2013. 

For boys, it is Liam.
Sophia also is the most 

popular baby name in the United 
States, while Liam is among the 
most popular boys’ names found 
in the nation.

In popular culture, Sofia is 
in the first name in a Disney 
animated series called “Sofia the 
First.” Liam may reflect an actor 
in “The Hunger Games” film 
series named Liam Hemsworth.

Pop culture is the source of 
many names for babies, accord-
ing to Deb Renner, manger of the 
Genesis BirthCenter, Davenport.

Name sources, besides pop 
culture, are family names, and 
also a small percentage of people 
make up names, said Renner, 
who has worked in obstetrics 
since 1977.

 “They want to be 100 percent 
sure of the sex, and how the 
baby looks, and that the name 
fits,” she said.

Born in March, Sophia Abra-
hamsen is 9 months old and 
was “such fun” at Christmas, 
according to her mother.

Baby names come from movies, pop culture 
GENESIS, MOST POPULAR 
GIRLS’ NAMES, 2013
1. Sophia

2. Olivia

3-5. Ava, Elizabeth and Emma (tied). 

GENESIS, MOST POPULAR 
BOYS’ NAMES, 2013
1. Liam

2-3. Isaac and William (tied).

4-6. Carter, David and Ethan (tied). 
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