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UPSET WITH DNC LOCATION, UNIONS

HOLD OWN RALLY: Upset by the Democ-
ratic Party’s decision to stage its pres-
idential convention in a Southern state
long viewed as hostile to organized
labor, union leaders are holding a rally
where they hope to highlight key
issues important to middle-class
workers.

Prominent labor leaders created the
“Workers Stand for America” rally
after what they say was their lack of
input into planning for the 2012
Democratic Convention in Charlotte,
N.C., which is set to begin Sept. 4.
They say thousands of union workers
will rally to call attention to issues
affecting the middle class. The center-
piece of the event is a “Second Bill of
Rights” laying out workers’ rights.

Beyond the rally in Philadelphia,
several labor groups have said they
plan to protest outside the Charlotte
convention.

AIR FORCE RELIEVES COMMANDER
OVER SEX SCANDAL: A widening sex
scandal at Lackland Air Force Base
has led to the dismissal of the top
commander who oversees basic train-
ing for every new American airman,
officials said Friday.

Col. Glenn
Palmer was com-
mander of basic
training for the
737th training
group at the Texas
base, where more
than a dozen mili-
tary instructors in
the past year have
been investigated or charged with
sexually assaulting recruits. Officials
familiar with the decision said Palmer
has been relieved from those duties,
speaking on condition of anonymity
because the announcement was not
yet public.

THIRD WIFE’S BOYFRIEND TESTIFIES
AT PETERSON’S TRIAL: A man who
dated Drew Peterson’s third wife told
jurors Friday at the
former police offi-
cer’s murder trial
that he saw no
bruises on her
naked body days
before she died —
potentially key testi-
mony meant to
support the state’s
claim she was
attacked before her death.

Peterson, 58, has pleaded not guilty

to first-degree murder in Kathleen
Savio’s 2004 death, which was initially
ruled an accident. Her death was
reclassified as a homicide only after
Peterson’s fourth wife, Stacy Peter-
son, vanished three years later. Peter-
son is a suspect in her disappearance
but hasn’t been charged.

Steve Maniaci’s testimony came as
prosecutors tried to back up their the-
ory that bruises on Savio’s body,
including one on her buttocks, were
the result of an attack and not a fall in
her bathroom. But defense attorneys,
who have called Savio’s death a tragic
accident, offered other explanations
for the marks.

U.S. NUNS CONSIDER RESPONSE TO
VATICAN CENSURE: At a pivotal national
meeting in St. Louis, members of the
largest group for American nuns have
been weighing whether they should
accept or challenge a Vatican order to
reform.

The national assembly is the first
since a Vatican review concluded the
Roman Catholic sisters had tolerated
dissent about the all-male priesthood,
birth control and homosexuality, while
remaining nearly silent in the fight
against abortion. Officials at the Holy
See want a full-scale overhaul of the
organization under the authority of

U.S. bishops.
The 900 sisters at this week’s meet-

ing “are asking God to show us to the
next best step we can take,” said Sis-
ter Mary Waskowiak, director of devel-
opment for the Mercy International
Association in Burlingame, Calif. The
executives of the group have called
the Vatican report flawed.

WWOORRLLDD
AFGHAN POLICE OFFICER KILLS 3 U.S.

MARINES: An Afghan police officer
shot and killed three U.S. Marines
after sharing a meal with them before
dawn Friday and then fled into the
desolate darkness of southern
Afghanistan, the third attack on coali-
tion forces by their Afghan counter-
parts in a week.

Thirty-one coalition service mem-
bers have died this year at the hands
of Afghan forces or insurgents dis-
guised in Afghan uniforms, according
to NATO — a dramatic rise from previ-
ous years.

The assaults have cast a shadow of
fear and mistrust over U.S. efforts to
train Afghan soldiers and police more
than 10 years after the U.S.-led inva-
sion to topple the Taliban’s hardline
Islamist regime for sheltering al-
Qaida’s leadership. The attacks also

raise further doubts about the quality
of the Afghan forces taking over in
many areas before most international
troops leave the country in 2014.

Friday’s deadly shooting took place
in the volatile Sangin district of Hel-
mand province, said U.S. military
spokeswoman Maj. Lori Hodge. San-
gin was a Taliban stronghold for years
and has one of the highest concentra-
tions of improvised explosive devices,
or IEDs, in the country.

POLITICIAN’S WIFE ADMITTED 
MURDERING BRITON, CHINA SAYS:
The wife of a disgraced top Chinese
politician was a depressed woman 
on medication but a willful murderer
who poisoned a British businessman
while in fear for her son’s life, official
media said Friday in what appeared 
to be a prelude to her conviction 
and punishment after a seven-hour
trial.

The official Xinhua News Agency
— in a 3,400-word report that was its
most detailed accounting of the scan-
dal that has shaken the country’s
leadership — said Gu Kailai and her
co-defendant “confessed to intentional
murder” in the death of her business
associate Neil Heywood last Novem-
ber.

— The Associated Press
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Romney to announce running mate
By Kasie Hunt 

and Steve Peoples 
The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va. — Republican
presidential candidate Mitt
Romney will announce his run-
ning mate this morning in Nor-
folk, Va., his campaign said Fri-
day night.

The short list of candidates —
if there is one — is believed to
include Ohio Rep. Rob Portman,
former Minnesota Gov. Tim
Pawlenty and Wisconsin Rep.
Paul Ryan. In a statement issued
Friday night, the Romney cam-
paign said the running mate

would be revealed at 8 a.m. CDT
at the Nauticus Museum. Rom-
ney is kicking off a four-day bus
tour through swing states.

Speculation has focused in
recent days on Ryan, the seven-
term congressman. Conservative
pundits have been urging Rom-
ney to choose Ryan in large part
because of his authorship of a
House-backed budget plan that
seeks to curb overall entitlement
spending and changes Medicaid
into a voucher-like system to
save costs.

Pawlenty was maintaining his
Saturday schedule campaigning
for Romney in New Hampshire,

an official close to Pawlenty’s
political team said. The person
spoke on the condition of
anonymity because the person
was not authorized to speak
ahead of the formal announce-
ment.

The Wall Street Journal, in an
editorial on Thursday, praised
Ryan as a strong choice for Rom-
ney: “The case for Mr. Ryan is
that he best exemplifies the
nature and stakes of this elec-
tion. More than any other politi-
cian, the House budget chairman
has defined those stakes well as a
generational choice about the
role of government and whether

America will once again become
a growth economy or sink into
interest-group dominated
decline.”

Romney’s choice comes as he
tries to repair an image damaged
by negative Democratic adver-
tising and shift the trajectory of a
campaign that’s seen him lose
ground to President Barack
Obama.

The vice presidential selection
will dominate headlines, and
Romney’s team has been relent-
lessly teasing the announcement
for weeks.

Romney’s bus tour was
expected to include appearances

with Portman, as well as 
two others talked about as 
possible contenders for running
mate: Virginia Gov. Bob McDon-
nell and Florida Sen. Marco
Rubio.

The tour begins today and will
take Romney through four must-
win states in as many days:
North Carolina, Virginia, Florida
and Ohio. All are battlegrounds
where Obama won in 2008.
While Obama could afford to
lose in one or more of them and
still reach the 270 electoral votes
needed for another term, Rom-
ney almost certainly needs all
four to beat him.

VEEPVETTER A look at the qualifications of possible VP candidates 
and what each might bring to the GOP ticket

Do you have executive branch
experience?

Do you appeal to
minority voters?

Do you appeal to
women voters?

Could you bring
in a swing state?

Do you appeal to
women voters?

Have you ever
sought national

office?

Do you appeal to
minority voters?

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Could you bring
in a swing state?

Do you have 
nationwide 

name recognition?

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Former 
Sec. of State 

CondoleezzaRICE
California

Governor 
BobbyJINDAL

Louisiana

Governor
Bob

McDONNELL
Virginia 

Former governor
TimPAWLENTY

Minnesota 

Governor 
ChrisCHRISTIE

New Jersey

Senator 
KellyAYOTTE

New 
Hampshire

Senator 
MarcoRUBIO

Florida

Representative 
PaulRYAN
Wisconsin

Senator 
RobPORTMAN

Ohio

Senator 
JohnTHUNE

South Dakota

Democrats
Highest past office

Senator 24

House 6

Governor 5

Other 4

Republicans
Highest past office 

Senator 13

Governor 9

House 7

Other 7

NOTES: Republican total since 1856,
the first time there was a national
Republican ticket. Democrats 
nominated the candidates of the 
Liberal Republican ticket in 1872.

New York 12

Indiana 7

Ohio 4

Kentucky 4

Maine 3

Mass. 3

Missouri 3

Tenn. 3

Texas 3

Conn. 2

Illinois 2

Kansas 2

Maryland 2

Minnesota 2

New Jersey 2

Oregon 2

Alabama 2

ONE VP: Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas,
Calif., Delaware, Iowa, Michigan,
Nebraska, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, West Virginia, Wyoming

NOTES: Does not include |
third-party candidates.

Source: History Central

PPAASSTT  VVPP  CCAANNDDIIDDAATTEESS  
SSTTAATTEE--BBYY--SSTTAATTEE

PPAASSTT  VVIICCEE  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTTIIAALL
CCAANNDDIIDDAATTEESS  BBYY  JJOOBB

GGOOIINNGG  RROOGGUUEE??
Do these possible candidates agree
with Mitt Romney on these issues:

Abortion rights

Economy

Education

Energy

Gay marriage

Gun ownership

Healthcare

Immigration

Taxes

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
NA

NA

NA

Sources: OnTheIssues.org, possible candidates’ websites 


